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Report on EMI activities at the University of Tsukuba

Murod ISMAILOV, Yukiko YAMAMOTO

In AY 2021/22 the Center for Education of Global Communication at the University of Tsukuba
continued to actively promote English Medium Instruction (EMI) through campus-wide faculty
development, academic publications, research dissemination, and international collaboration.

On January 12, 2022 the University of Tsukuba in collaboration with the Nippon-Foundation
Central Asia Japan Human Resource Development Project (NipCA Project) hosted a guest lecture
by the director of Oxford EMI Julie Dearden entitled “Internationalising Higher Education and
English Medium Instruction (EMI).” Julie Dearden previously worked as a lecturer at the
Department of Education, University of Oxford. She writes on EMI as a global phenomenon, the
changing roles of academics and teachers in an EMI context. Julie also worked as a Senior Research
Fellow in EMI at Oxford University from 2013-16 and in the Oxford research team publishing a
systematic review of EMI in higher education in 2018. She is the author of the first global overview
entitled “EMI a Growing Global Phenomenon” published in 2015 by the British Council including
her well-known definition of EMI as "The use of the English language to teach academic subjects
in countries or jurisdictions where the first language (L 1) of the population is not English" (Dearden.
2015).

During her online lecture, Julie Dearden talked about the MAST framework which describes
critical factors when universities decide to internationalise: Management and context; Admissions
and student support; Student outcomes, assessment; and Teaching and learning. Her lecture mainly
focused on this last aspect. Having studied EMI in 55 different countries, Dearden believes that
EMI is a growing global phenomenon. Her work informs how to support EMI teachers in higher
education. The lecture was attended by over 20 faculty members of the university. More FD events
are being planned for the 2022/23 academic year.

In addition to FD development initiatives, the faculty of CEGLOC continued to conduct research
under a recently obtained competitive grant-in-aid (Kakenhi C) entitled ‘The study of pedagogical
competencies and skills of Japanese faculty involved in the English Medium Instruction” (Ismailov
and Yamamoto). In November 2021, the research team from University of Tsukuba in
collaboration with scholars from Oxford EMI, Chinese University of Hong Kong and Tsukuba
Gakuin University have published a large study entitled “Challenges to Internationalisation of
University Programmes: A Systematic Thematic Synthesis of Qualitative Research on Learner-
Centred English Medium Instruction (EMI) Pedagogy” in Sustainability journal (Impact factor
3.25). The researchers studied over 1760 participants in 20 non-Anglophone countries and
jurisdictions. The findings of most learner-centred EMI studies revealed that the main challenges
came from English comprehension and also included factors related to the learning environment.
These results were later presented at the 14th annual International Conference of Education,
Research and Innovation (ICERI2021, Seville, Spain and online).
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